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Defra has announced continued protections for hedgerows following the ending of European Cross Compliance rules. A 2m meter buffer strip from the centre of the hedge will continue as will a ban on hedgerow cutting between 31st March and 3 August. No cultivation within the buffer strip nor any application of fertilisers or pesticides is allowed. It is pleasing to note that 82% of farmers polled wanted these rules to continue which highlights changing attitudes in these areas.  Hedgerows deliver huge benefits for wildlife, plant life, soil and water retention as well as being a quintessential feature of the British Country side.
 We are experiencing an early wet spring following record breaking warm temperatures. As such we are seeing much early blossom in our hedgerows and in the buffer strip around them as well as in the meadows and verges. 
So let’s have a shout out for our pollinators that visit such blossom to feed off the pollen and transport pollen grains from place to place. Pollinators are many and varied and include the best know pollinator the bee but also include birds, bats, moths beetles small mammals and other insects. 
Bees have been the most focus in recent years but have you considered the roll of the wasp. There are over 33,000 species of aculeate (derived from the word stinging but not all of them do) wasps. Yes, that much maligned spoiler of garden parties and BBQ’s is part of the aculeate wasp family is in fact a star! 
Whatever you think of them think twice before you swat, drown in syrup or otherwise cause their demise. They have many attributes like the rest of their family. They kill parasites, they are predators for regulating arthropod populations, their presence is an indicator of ecosystem health, they are as we have said pollinators as well as decomposers and seed dispersers. Additionally, an analysis of their venom is being investigated for medicinal/new drug purposes.  It’s a huge family present across the whole globe and essential (with other pollinators) to the ecological and economic well-being of the world. 
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