Tree Warden Report 

We have no takers for hedgerow and tree packs this year.  I am not overly surprised  as there are very few places in the village  left for us to plant up. Additionally, the wetness of the soil following the recent floods  and continued rain may prove to have prevented planting this month in any event. 

A recent Letter on the floods and flood damage  from the Framlingham District Councillors to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Coastal Planning, Anglian Water and The Environment Agency amongst others details the problems  identified village by village and steps required to alleviate flooding should the 1 in 100 years floods happen more frequently. Most of the demands involve  ditch clearance, pond creation, banning building on the flood plain  and dredging the rivers, removing debris and fallen trees and opening the Snape sluices earlier and for longer.  All very sensible and clearly indicative of the lack of maintenance of our water ways and ditches over recent years if not decades.   Such demands however are likely to bring the issue issue into conflict with environmental lobby who generally would not advocate much of the clearance  suggested.  More than ever it is most important that there is a balance between competing groups and  the whole river catchments are considered as one rather than piecemeal.  We must listen to both sides and strike a compromise. 
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