Tree Warden Report 6 March, 2023

I must admit I find this time of year a bit dull as far as trees go. I’ve grown used to the beautiful winter silhouettes of the trees unclad in their usual finery - leaves. I long for bud burst bringing new life for the coming season. New plantings have , for the most part been completed, and next year, seedlings are safely tucked up in their compost. The worrying also begins for both early heat and late cold. Either of which can blight wants and expectations of the year to come.  That’s all said when we get a crisp sunny day or a needed light drizzle I can feel contented enough. 
Over the past few years as a Tree Warden  I have grown from seed quite a number of trees  but mainly mighty trees such as oak, beech, sycamore, horse chestnut  , to name a few. Along with a personal penchant I have for some naturalised exotics.  Many of these trees have found it difficult to secure a permanent home at the moment.  Many are too small to go it alone but also many potential homes are awaiting government plans and are reluctant to plant outside such plans. Additionally residential gardens are just not big enough to accommodate them. It is difficult to find the right place for some of these trees - and that is essential. 
It’s is also important not to plant trees in good quality agricultural land just because it is fashionable to do so.  So I’m looking at newly established wood, copse formation, parks and arboretum. Good luck with that !
I am also looking to grow from seed and encourage smaller trees that maybe just might find a place in that large garden, woodland, small park, school field corner or graveyard .
To name but a few that  come in at less than 16 ft (5 meters) - 
acers, spindle trees, cherries, plums and apples on M9 or M26 rootstock, hazel, liquid amber and cercis, snowy mespils, magnolia stellata and hawthorn .

