Minutes of Rendham Parish Meeting

Held in the Village Hall on Monday 15th May 2023 at 7:00pm

1. Present – Cllr’s Willett (chair), Gleeson, Morford, Field, Norman, Field, plus two visitors Mr & Mrs McFawn
2. Apologies – Cllr. Sylvester
3. Minutes of the last Parish Meeting held in May 2022 - The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated, were confirmed and signed as a true record.
4. Parish Council Chairman David Willett Annual Report – Once again, it’s time for the annual Parish Council Meeting and it feels like this year has flown past.

Bridgette `de Angelo and Sandy Robinson have both left the council this year and their contributions and efforts are greatly missed. I would like to thank them for their efforts whilst with us.  We are currently in the process of filling these vacancies.

Our Parish clerk – Chris Salmon is also looking to retire after some seventeen years of Service, and we are looking for a replacement. 

John Carrington once again acted as independent reviewer of the PC accounts for no fee.

The Council addressed various planning applications and issues regarding the highways in and around the village and considered reports from Local Government representatives. We are awaiting UKPN Eastern Power Networks Ltd to finalise the electricity substation on the playing field. When finished this will remove some overhead power lines as well as providing an income to help maintain the hedge and grass cutting. 

Regular reports have been received and discussed from our District Cllr Maurice Cook and County Cllr Stephen Burroughs, copies of these can be found on the village website.

In view of the harsh economic climate, we have faced this year, the precept for 2023 has been held the same as last year.  The Parish Council continues to oversee the Amenity Fund, and Section 137 donations. 

The Park Committee continues to oversee the playing field and by the time of our May 2023 meeting we will have held a weekend of Coronation celebrations for King Charles 3rd on it. Our thanks go out to Paul Jackson, Richard Pilgrim  and all who made the event possible. 

We now have new posts prepared ready to replace the rotten posts and eyesore cone on the Knoll. 

Rendham Green is continuing to mature and settle down and the footpaths are showing signs of regular use. 

In conclusion I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their help and support in the last twelve months and especially express my thanks to our parish clerk Chris Salmon whose knowledge, help, guidance and support have been invaluable

5. PC finance report – The overall spend was £2619.21. There were no surprises and we came within budget. We finished the year current spending £2568.43, Savings £2410.56 altogether £5296.43.

6. Amenity Fund – The Amenity finished the year with £1269.48. It was a good year with £600 from the fete. A donation was paid to Park for Party in the park, Village website, and the newsletter.
7. District Councillor – Maurice Cook was not re-elected so was no present or report sent 
8. County Councillor Stephen Burroughs – Did not attend but sent a very large reported which has been placed on the village website.
9. Neighbourhood Watch/ Village Happenings report sent by Trevor Salmon 
There are 113 individual or households on the list and I continue to encourage people to join. 


There are some empty houses, a few holiday homes and people with no internet connections, however if you know of anyone not on the list and who would be willing to join, please ask them to contact me. Several people who have left the village have also asked to remain on the list to enable them to keep in touch.

Village happenings are the main use of the circulation rather than Neighbour Watch.
10. Rendham Village Hall – No further information since the last Parish Council meeting. Denis Moore sent details of monies held, Barclays £7306, Suffolk BS £6284, and Patty cash £70, total £13660. Full accounts to be presented at the up-and-coming AGM.
11. Town Estates Charity – No activity this year
12. ACC/First Responder – Lynda Newson sent the following report. The ACC exists to provide back-up for community activities in the 3 villages of Rendham, Sweffling and Bruisyard.  Due to the pandemic there has been no activities or fundraising events.
We have assisted all 3 villages by donating £100 each towards the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations, and also £50 each towards the King’s Coronation celebrations.
We have had a successful Spring Flower Show, and the Shopping Bus to Norwich in November continues to be a success.
We still hold the Lottery License for the 3 villages for either village to hold a raffle.
The ACC holds funds for the 1st Responders, and we do need more volunteers to come forward to assist with cover, as our main Responder has had to retire due to problems with her hands, she can no longer carry the equipment or carry out CPR.
We are now planning to revitalise the ACC, on a smaller scale, starting with a Beetle Drive in Bruisyard Village Hall on July 8th.
13. PCC Report from Rendham Church Wardens as of December 2022
During 2022 there were no baptisms or weddings, but three funerals and one  interment of ashes took place. Attendance at the major festivals Was: Easter 28, Harvest 21, Remembrance Day 23, Christmas 40. At a Benefice service on 31 July there were 26.
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Attendance at the remaining 19 services was low, with an average of 8 or 9. We are very grateful to Rupert Wallis who took 13 services for us during the year, including Holy Communion by extension at Easter and Christmas. Thanks also to Prof. John Tesh who officiated on Remembrance Day.

Fund—raising: We received £1400 from the highly successful Rendham Fete in July, and a similar                                  

amount was raised by our Christmas Market in early December, nearly £600 of which was from the sale of wreaths created by Mrs. Lesley Bennion and her team. Our 'thanks also to Dr. Richard Shattock and the other riders, whose endurance in the SHCT Ride and Stride raised £295.00.
We also want to express our thanks to the Flower team for all their work through the year, 

the grass cutting team who keep the churchyard so trim, cleaning team who make the church look so fresh for each service.

14. PARK – Cllr. Field sent this report. Since the last AGM there have been2 events to celebrate on the playing field, both well attended and a credit to the great togetherness of our village. The Queens platinum Jubilee in June 2022 – BBQ, music, a small beacon bonfire and fireworks, Picnic and Games. The second , the Kings Coronation in May 2023, Ceilidh (Hosepipe Band) BBQ, Coronation Bake Off. 
RoSPA play safety inspection was completed on 23rd September. No major concerns, some general maintenance observation which will be taken up by the Play equipment Maintenance Working Party. Additionally, a new gate sign is being progressed, replacing the old sign which mysteriously di appeared – a new sign will just contain relevant information. There are no new updates as to when the Sub station work will commence. Once complete there I an assumption that the lease payment from UK Networks will go towards grass cutting. PARK will finance appropriate share of the insurance, annual RoSPA inspection, equipment maintenance and any replacement of equipment. 
INCOME – Opening balance £459.07, Fete Monies £600, ACC £50, and interest £1.65. EPENDITURE – Playsafety £88.20 Balance £1022.52

15. Tree Wardens Report - This week of writing is National Hedgerow Week and  published papers in particular  highlight recommendations for hedge habitat in rural and semi rural  agricultural landscapes. That’s Us Folks.  Government wants to increase UK hedgerow by 10 per cent by 2050. Increasing hedgerows will deliver for both biodiversity and carbon capture. Hedgerows are a key wildlife habitat in the agricultural landscape providing shelter and transit as well  food resources  for  a myriad of birds, mammals and insects.  I love hedges.  Hedgerows also capture and store carbon (just like trees), improve water quality , reduce flooding and flood risk, protect and anchor soil, reduce runoff  as well as providing wood, fuel, shelter,  shade and food.

Short stubby hedges are ok but big bushy ones are better. Site and situation will dictate what’s suitable. For instance, a different size of hedge is required for road sides where visibility is key or where sight lines are essential or desired. 

Many hedges are not in good condition having being either over managed or under managed. Hedges also need to be planted to include trees  to grow above the hedge line every so often .  It’s difficult to add trees after the hedge is established. 

Over managing  would include continuous cutting at one level every year creating knuckles.  A two-year rotation at different levels would be better. Also, some hedgerow fruits only appear on 2 yr. old wood -so the rotation is obvious.  The papers recommend laying and coppicing hedges- which is great but also labour, time and cost intensive .  

It would also not be practicable to start cutting hedges by hand ( labour costs and availability and time) so castigating mechanical hedge cutting  is wrong . Even  though in the purists  mind  “it’s all about the hedge” cutting by hand   is better it  is not feasible  in all but a few  conservation cases.

I do think that mechanical hedge cutters should be sharpened  more regularly  and  for hedges  cut at different levels . There are health and safety issues with using a circular saw (another hedge cutting tool as well as the most used flail)  which can reduce the height of under managed hedges most effectively. There is a shortage of hedge cutting machine operators and so planting more hedges without addressing how they can be managed is short sighted. 

Traditional hedgerow uses for basket making , fuel and food  for humans also recommended appears  to be  a tad niche .

Is there a mechanical cutter that catches clippings and chops and turns them into fire brickettes? I am pretty sure I saw a cutter in Dennington that caught the roadside clippings- which I thought was great idea- as we all hate blackthorn on the roads to puncture our tyres. I may have imagined it , so if anyone else saw that and knows the name of the system- please let me know!
16. Rendham Website – Chris Salmon webmaster sent the following report - She continues to run the website and report on all happening, taking pictures where appropriate.

It has been a busy year with events and the pictures loaded.

Parish Council information kept up to-date

http//:rendham.onsuffolk.net

17. Any Other Business – none
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