

Minutes of the Rendham Parish Council Meeting

Held in Rendham Village Hall Monday 13th November 2023 at 7.30pm
Public Forum – No one in attendance
1. Present – Cllr. Willett (chair), Cllrs. Gleeson, Field, Morford, Norman, Silvester and Bennion
2. Apologies for absence – Cllr. McFawn
3. Other attendance – Previous Clerk Chris Salmon, current new Clerk Dana Brice
4. New Clerk – Cllr. Willett - we are delighted to announce that Dana Brice has taken up the position of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Rendham Parish Council from 1st November 2023. There is a handover in the process between Chris Salmon, our previous Clerk, and Dana during November.
5. Minutes of last meeting
     Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting in September 2023 previously circulated were confirmed and

     signed as a true record
6. Declarations of Interest: none
7. Correspondence as circulation – circulated accordingly.
8. District Cllr. and SCC Cllr. report
      District Cllr. Owen Gray not present or report sent

      County Cllr. Stephen Burroughs couldn’t attend the meeting, his full report available on Rendham website 

      rendham.onesuffolk.net

a) New Highway services arrive in Suffolk

b) ‘Bike Library’ pilot launched at Lowestoft school

c) Risk of ‘’treating Suffolk with contempt’’ as large-scale energy projects emerge

d) More LINK foster carers are urgently needed in Suffolk

e) Council urges communities to respond to Sea Link consultation

f) New fund delivers digital boost for Suffolk

g) Council seeks your views for next year’s budget

h) More than 200 properties flooded by storm Babet

i) Suffolk residents invited to help shape the future of library services

9. Accounts
a) Financial Report and Budget assessment, finance statement is in line with the Budget and therefore, it was agreed that the expenses were within acceptable parameters. Plans for changing contractor for grass cutting services
b) Cheque authorisations – Clerks Salary+Defiblirator pads+postage CS £232.34, PAYE £60.60, Clerks Salary DB £80.59, SALC online course for Clerk DB £108.00 (VAT will be claimed back)
c) Amenity Fund Financial report – suggestion to provide dates for each expenditure and income on report
d) Amenity Fund bids – none
e) Cheque confirmation – Poppy Wreath £25.00
f) Signatures for Bank and Building Society – due to a new clerk change of signatures agreed with the majority. Cllrs. Willett, Field and Cllr.Bennion and the new clerk D.Brice are approved to be signatories of council’s bank accounts and building society account
g) Change of Bank – Cllr. Willett and Cllr. Silvester to contact Lloyds bank
10. Planning
a) Awaiting Comments – none 

b) RPC Response - none

c) Awaiting East Suffolk decisions - None 

d) Decisions – Mount Pleasant Barn and Oaks Barn Approved, Sub station responded
11. Reports 
a) Crime report and Neighbourhood Watch – no Crime Report from Community Police. Neighbourhood Watch – raising thefts from buildings, sheds across the county

b) VHMC – report received from Denis Moore (Chairman of Rendham VHMC). Questions raised in the meeting regarding flood risk insurance for Village Hall

c) Highways/Footpath’s – concerns about hanging and dangerous trees hanging over Rendham Hill which had been reported. Cllr. Norman will be writing to Highways for an explanation why the report has disappeared.

d) SALC – Cllr. Gleeson – booked the new clerk D.Brice on three clerk training modules with SALC.

e) Tree Warden – Cllr. Gleeson – report sent and place on website. Cllr. Morford provided a quote for dismantling old Ash tree on Rendham Green. Agreed to obtain two more quotes to compare costs.

f) Village web site update - Chris Salmon – Photos of Caribbean Evening at Village uploaded.
12. PARK – Funding for PARK/Playground – ROSPA checks has been carried out - some of the playing equipment needs to be repaired – slat missing, rope on the walking equipment, new sign on the gate needed. Agreed that Cllr. Field will investigate costs of new equipment or repairing old equipment as well installing adult exercise equipment. Find out about possibilities to get funding for new equipment by consulting District Council Cllr. Owen Gray
13. The Knoll – planned events – volunteers planting bulbs in mid November, Mummers Winter Solace celebration on Thursday 21st December – concern about giving permission due to possible activities that may involve possible risks. CS agreed to contact insurance company.

Cllr.Bennion – informs about missing poles with warning triangle

14. Framlingham Community Partnership – Cllr. Norman shared information
15. Meeting at Stonesthrow – Cllr’s Norman and McFawn – a break in mains waters seems to be cause of septic tank not working no further action. Not working and leaking waterpipe under the house – no further activity taken
16. Meeting Energy Project – Cllr. Silvester – information from National Grid about Sea Link Project and LION LINK has circulated. Responses on this consultation are encouraged. Concerns raised about how much really it will impact residents living in these areas were works on energy projects will be going on. Inviting to attend public meetings regarding Energy Project – upcoming meeting – at Saxmundham Fromus Centre Friday 17thNovember 2023 at 6.30pm.
17. Rendham Flooding meeting with Cllr Gray – Cllr. Norman – Covered the impact of the flooding on Framlingham and nearby Villages including Rendham due to Storm Babet. Summary of the impact and action required now in Rendham – Dredging the River Alde would mitigate the risks of future flooding to the village. Properties along Bruisyard Road were flooded and the ditch system adjacent to Garden House needs cleaning and deepening. It is currently incapable of taking water back to the Alde. Indeed, there is insufficient ditching along Bruisyard Road heading towards 1 and 2 The Willows, and mitigation works are required. The culverts in the vicinity of the bridge into the village (B1119) need to be properly managed to ensure they can support waterflow.

18. Sandy Lane – unfortunately due to some individual/s living on this lane and not taking care of edges and leaving all cut offs from edges in the ditch by the lane this Lane is deteriorating rapidly. Actions must be taken. Cllr.Willett to contact resident/s on the Sandy Lane to solve this matter

19. Matters arising from the September meeting – who would keep keys from Church tower, it was agreed to contact Johnathan Stevens. It was proposed to keep the keys with person responsible for Church, not with Clerk.
20. Any Other business not listed above
a) Cllr.Gleeson proposed to look into creating an office space in Rendham Village Hall reconstructing gentlemen’s toilets. It would create a universal space and will be available also for community to use. Have to look into getting grants for creating this space. Cllrs. to contact (VHMC) Denis Moore to enquire about possible grants for creating an office space.

b) Cllr.Gleeson proposed to let Glemham Cllrs. know about availability of Rendham Village Hall to have their Council Meetings held in Rendham Village Hall as their Village Hall is temporarily closed due to flooding.

c) Cllrs. raised a question about the Juniper Barn – it is being sold and locks has been changed, but owners are not known, and their contact details are not available. Cllr. Bennion to contact East Suffolk Council to enquire if their contact details can be accessed in case of emergency, as barn is of close proximity to the village hall and church owned car park
21.  Dates of Parish Council Meetings for 2024 in Rendham Village Hall agreed
	Parish Council Meeting
	8th January 2024
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	11th March 2024
	7.30pm

	Parish Meeting
	13th May 2024
	7.00pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	13th May 2024
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	8th July 2024
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	9th September 2024
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	11th November 2024
	7.30pm


22. The Chairman took the opportunity to formally thank Chris Salmon for her hard work and dedication to the 

role of Clerk and the residents of Rendham in her time with the council. In over seventeen years she has contributed a lot to Rendham Council. The Chairman wished Chris the very best for the future and pleasant retirement on behalf of the council and presented her with a token of appreciation.

23. Close meeting – The meeting closed at 9.30pm


