
Minutes of the Rendham Parish Council Meeting

Held in Rendham Village Hall Monday 11th March 2024 at 7.30pm
Present – Cllr. Willett (Chairman), Cllr. Gleeson (Vice Chair), Cllr. McFawn, Cllr. Field, Cllr.Morford, Cllr.Norman, Cllr.Silvester and Cllr.Bennion
Also, in attendance: Rendham Parish Council Clerk/RFO
A Public Forum – no one in attendance
Meeting opened at 7.30pm by Vice Chair. Chairman arrived at 7.38pm and took over the meeting (item 2)
1. Apologies for absence – none
2. Minutes of last meeting
Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting held on the 13th January 2024 previously circulated were confirmed and signed as a true record with corrections on the item 11 regarding proceeds from the Annual Rendham Village Fete. Corrections and corrected minutes proposed by Cllr.Silvester and seconded by Cllr.Bennion, agreed unanimously by all Cllrs. who attended. Cllr.Willett signed and dated the minutes.
3. Declarations of Interest/Register of Interests: none
4. Correspondence as circulation – circulated accordingly
5. District Cllr. and SCC Cllr. report
District Cllr. Owen Gray not present or report sent.
County Cllr. Stephen Burroughs couldn’t attend the meeting, his full report available on Rendham website rendham.onesuffolk.net. The main headings of his report are:
a) Public consultation on proposed devolution deal starts on 18th March

b) Dragon Patcher lands in Suffolk to bolster response to rural potholes
c) Councils’ loft insulation offers for Suffolk homes
d) Public views sought on active travel schemes in Woodbridge
e) Have your say on Suffolk’s local transport plan

f) Council budget approved with a focus on protecting the most vulnerable

g) More of Suffolk’s tree cover and orchards to be restored

h) Council to review weed control for roads and pavements

i) £4.4 million to be spent on additional staff to strengthen SEND reform

j) Suffolk’s wettest ever winter breaks highway response records

k) Applications open for new Suffolk business board
6. Accounts

a) Financial Report and Budget assessment, finance statement is in line with the Budget and therefore, it was agreed that the expenses were within acceptable parameters.
b) Amenity Fund Financial report – Updated financial report presented to Cllrs.

c) Amenity Fund bids – none

d) S137 donations – no planned donations
e) Amenity Fund Cheque confirmation – funding for Newsletter Feb-Mar £28.00 – the payment was noted and agreed by all the councillors.
f) Cheque confirmation – Clerks Salary (Jan and Feb) £161.68 and Postage 4.50 (Total £165.68) and PAYE (Jan) £20.20, PAYE (Feb) 20.20 – all agreed unanimously

g) Cheque authorisation – Clerks Salary (Mar) £80.79, PAYE (Mar) £20.00 – corrected both amounts – Cllr. Willett and Clerk to sign cheques – all agreed unanimously
h) Change of Bank – further work to be done, Cllr. Silvester to look into banking options and compare different banks, to choose what better suits the needs of parish council optimal banking. As further Bank mandate signatories proposed: Chairman, Vice Chair, Cllr. Silvester and Clerk – all agreed unanimously
7. Planning

a) Awaiting Comments – None
b) Rendham PC Response – None
c) Awaiting East Suffolk decisions – None 
d) Decisions – None
Cllr Bennion’s concerns regarding Saxmundham neighbourhood plan – proposed changes in Neighbourhood Plan Area were noted.  
8. Reports 
a) Crime report and Neighbourhood Watch – no Crime Report from Community Police. Neighbourhood Watch – nothing to report.
b) VHMC – report from the Chairman (D.Moore) of Village Hall Management committee received. Full report is available on Rendham website rendham.onesuffolk.net. 
Community use of the village hall continues with Pilates groups, the winter monthly community café and more recently a table tennis group. Finances remain stable with constant regard to the cost of electricity and other regular outgoings necessary to maintain a legal and safe facility.

A priority in the pipeline is the five-year internal electrical wiring check to be done by an approved contractor. Recent fire alarm audit by Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service carried out and our system remains perfectly adequate for the building. As an advice a heat detector was recommended for the kitchen and this has been installed. The testing of the fire alarm, safety lighting and firefighting appliances are carried out on a regular basis in accordance with legal requirements and are yet another constant expense.

The hot water instant heater in the kitchen is being upgraded with a new installation later this month.
The flooding of the road outside the hall has been a constant nuisance during periods of heavy rain as the road gully overflows into the car park, impacting the use of the hall. This in addition to rendering the entrance inaccessible and the need to use the rear fire door. The official highways response is that the problem cannot be solved by routine maintenance.
During Cllrs. discussion about flooding in the car park, it was noted that Church owns the car park and is responsible for its car park maintenance.
c) Highways/Footpaths – nothing to report about highways and footpaths. It was noted that Village Green is very muddy and might need some wooden chippings to cover mud on the slope of the path. Cllr Gleeson and Cllr. Morford will try to organise wooden chippings and cover muddy path.
d) SALC – Cllr. Gleeson presented updates from SALC:

· D-day celebration on 6th of June outlining ways in which community can take part: ringing out Church bells at certain time, light a beacon or lamp light of peace
· Walking Festival happening on 26th May to celebrate Suffolk's natural landscapes and built heritage with guided walks in the county and it can be promoted through posters/brochures with the help of parish council.
· Cllr. Gleeson welcomed Cllrs to attend SALC Area Forums that allows councillors to network with neighbouring parishes on a regular basis.
e) Tree Warden – report received (available on website). Cllr Gleeson - it was noted that tree planting is carried on in Rendham
f) Village web site update – nothing new to report, webpage is updated accordingly
9. PARK – Cllr. Field informed: new members have joined PARK committee and there are plans for many activities to raise funds for the Rendham playing field, bowls club, and also updating committee’s policies and constitution. Plans to apply for grants from Sizewell community Fund. Also Cllr. Field informed that application has been submitted for grants from National Lottery Fund. Overall around £1000 have been secured. Cllr. Field inquired about if parish can support PARK’s projects. Chair informed about the process how to apply for grants from the Rendham Parish Council Amenity fund.
Councillors discussed about CIL funding and possibility to apply for it and support PARK’s project.
Clerk to investigate about access to CIL monies and the uses funds can be put to.
10. Rendham Church Tower Key holders – Potential Church Tower Key holder hasn’t been contacted and key hasn’t been handed over from clerk. As there are two members of Rendham Parochial Church who has Church Tower keys, Cllr. Willett proposed to keep one key with Clerk and cut one more key to give an interested person within the Rendham village. All agreed.
11. ESPA meeting 17.02.2024 – main points of Cllr. Norman’s report (full report available on Rendham website rendham.onesuffolk.net.):
The Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023 intends to empower local communities. It is a program of change in how local/central government and private sector operate. ESPA objectives are to develop a framework in which community groups can work with local government in resolving planning issues. Thinking this meeting was going to be a dry typical planning type meeting I couldn't be more wrong.

Overall opinion was that: 

-The present planning system wasn't working ie: Framlingham build program. 

-A neighbourhood plan is only as good as the community upholds its responsibility on choices for the whole community. Should flooding be included as a material consideration in planning - It is, but with recent events can be improved a lot more.

-The need of housing in East Suffolk has promoted the decision on 100% council tax premium to be placed on 2nd homes as from 2025.

12. Flooding of River Alde at Rendham – Cllr.Norman’s report noted and full report available on Rendham website rendham.onesuffolk.net. The main points of Cllr Norman’s report:
The river Alde is designated as a ‘main river’ just north of Dennington, it then flows through Bruisyard Street and on toward the village of Rendham in an easterly direction.
Garden House resident had meeting with team from the Environment Agency (E.A.) (2 x Field Operations officers and an Asset Performance officer) Parish Cllr Norman also attended. The resident showed the layout, present condition, damage that had been caused and further proposed threat of the river if left in its present condition in relation to his property. He requested that the river be maintained and further investment in better drainage and ponds.

Cllr Norman took the EA team to see 2. Willow Cott. and meet the resident. The general terrain, flood plain and ditches were all noted.

Conclusion of this meeting: It was agreed that the Environment Agency should be maintaining the river Alde at Rendham and will be updating their records accordingly. The EA budget for the area will be looked at (additional work at Saxmundham was presently being carried out), if the budget for 2024 allows it was proposed that a ‘cut and clear’ would be scheduled for September/October 2024.
Guidance notes issued by DEFRA to the regulatory agency (Environment Agency) require that the (E.A.) carries out maintenance, improvement or construction work on a ‘main river’ to manage flood risk. A main river is the responsibility of the E.A. The river Alde is designated a ‘main river’ by the Environment Agency and shown on their main river map (published 16th November 2017).
Any work to be carried out on a ‘main river’ will be carried out by the E.A. otherwise a permit/permission is needed to work on river or flood defence including flood plain/defence.
13. Flooding of B1119/ Village Hall carpark – Cllr Norman informed that cause of major flooding is leaking pipe on the road by the car park. Works has been planned and landowners will be contacted. To conduct works, there will be disruptions of traffic as portable traffic signals will be set out.
14. Yearly update of Rendham Parish Council Risk Analysis – updated Rendham PC Risk Analysis document presented by Clerk to Cllrs., no comments received, all agreed and signed by Cllr. Willett.
15. Matters arising from the November meeting
a) Rendham Town Estate Charity letter has been prepared to send to charity’s trustees regarding its financial situation and current funds, Cllr. Willett ready to send, Cllr. Bennion to provide address (email) of trustees.
b) M of P raised concerns about peacocks in the village – Cllr. Willett had informed that he has spoken to possible owners of the peacocks, and they advised that those peacocks are wild birds who happen to roost at their house but they don’t own them. M of P has been informed about it.
16. Any other business not listed above:
a) Caravan Park – Discussion between Cllrs. about residents at caravan park what is near Rendham village – as there are some individuals who live there all year round and not paying council tax. How legal it is and are there any changes in legislation to make it right.
b) EV chargers – Cllr. Silvester raised a question will it be useful to have an EV charger near the Village Hall as there are grants available to apply for. Some Cllrs. mentioned that they are not against it, but will it be profitable for Village Hall as its electricity supply will be used, so calculations have to be done, to understand how profitable it can be.
17. Dates of Parish Council Meetings for 2024 in Rendham Village Hall agreed
	Parish Meeting
	13th May 2024
	7.00pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	13th May 2024
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	8th July 2024
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	9th September 2024
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	11th November 2024
	7.30pm


The meeting closed at 9.05pm

Dana Brice, Parish Clerk
rendhampc@gmail.com, 11 March 2024
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