


Minutes of the Rendham Parish Council Meeting
Held in Rendham Village Hall Monday 12th May 2025 at 7.50pm

Present – Cllr. Willett (Chairman), Cllr. Bennion, Cllr. Field, Cllr. Morford, Cllr. Stollery.
Also, in attendance: Rendham Parish Council Clerk/RFO
A Public Forum – no one in attendance
Meeting opened at 7.50 pm (20 minutes later as planned due to prolonged Annual Parish Meeting) by Chairman
1. Election of Chairman and signing Declaration of Acceptance of Office
D.Willett was proposed by Cllr J.Morford and seconded by Cllr R.Bennion to be elected as Chairman. There were no other nominations and he was duly elected unanimously. D.Willett accepted the nomination and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chair which was countersigned by the Clerk as Proper Officer of the Council.
2. Election of Vice-Chairman and signing Declaration of Acceptance of Office
It was agreed to defer this item to the next PC meeting
3. Apologies for absence and approve reasons for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr.Silvester, Cllr. Gleeson, Cllr. McFawn (Vice Chair) and reasons for absence approved by all councillors.
4. Declarations of Interest/Register of Interests:
No declarations of interest were received from Councillors on matters contained in the agenda.
5. To approve/ sign Minutes of the PC meeting held on 10th March 2025
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 10th March 2025 had been circulated to all councillors, and it was resolved that these minutes be agreed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings and be duly signed and dated by the Chairman. - proposed by Cllr. Bennion, seconded by Cllr. Field, all agreed unanimously.
6. Election of Representatives
a) PARK Committee - appointed Cllr R.Field – all councillors agreed unanimously.
b) Planning working group - it was agreed to defer this item to the next PC meeting.
c) Village Hall - it was agreed to appoint Cllr D.Willett as the representative for the Rendham VH.
d) SALC - it was agreed to appoint Cllr T.Gleeson as representative for the Suffolk Association of Local Councils (meetings and updates).
e) Parochial Church Council - it was agreed to defer this item to the next PC meeting.
f) Tree Warden - it was agreed to appoint Cllr T.Gleeson as the Tree Warden for Rendham.
g) Village Greens - it was agreed to appoint Cllr T.Gleeson as Lead Person for Village Greens (Knoll and Rendham Green).
h) Energy Projects - it was agreed that all councillors can be the representatives for major energy projects in Suffolk.
i) East Suffolk Planning Alliance (ESPA) - it was agreed that Cllr R.McFawn will continue as appointed representative for ESPA meetings.
j) Community Partnership - it was agreed to defer this item to the next PC meeting.
k) Neighbourhood Watch - it was noted that Mary Gregory, a resident of Rendham, has taken over responsibilities as a volunteer for the Neighbourhood Watch and for sharing community updates.
l) Rendham Website - it was noted that resident of Rendham Village – Christine Salmon will continue to be the Webmaster.
7. Finance and Accounts
a) Financial Report/adoption of End of Year accounts 2024/2025 and Budget assessment on 01.05.2025 – the Financial Report and budget assessment was received and noted by councillors. It was also noted that Precept for 2025/2026, totalling £3074.21.10, was received at the end of April.
b) End of Year Amenity Fund Financial report 2024/2025 - the report was submitted and presented to councillors, and its contents were noted during the meeting.
c) Conformation of online transactions (BoS) – SALC £164.42, Clerk’s Salary (Apr) £114.92 - the payments made were noted and confirmed.
d) Amenity Fund Cheque confirmation – Newsletter Apr/May £60, Memorabilia for retiring Neighbourhood Watch volunteer (Chairs’s allowance) - £39 – the payments were noted and agreed by all the councillors.
e) Authorisation of online transaction (BoS) – Clerk’s Salary (May) £114.92 + printing expenses £6 - the payment to clerk was reviewed, and all Councillors unanimously agreed the transaction to be authorized online to proceed with the payment.
f) Confirmation of reoccurring Direct Debit - Data Protection (ICO) £47.00 – initially yearly payment from HSBC - the DD was noted and agreed by all the councillors. Also, it was noted that further DD payments will be made from BoS. – Clerk to set up further DD from BoS account.
g) To note the Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/2025 including Amenity Fund accounts - Independent auditor J.Carrington has completed internal audit of PC current account and savings account and Amenity Fund (Account with Suffolk Building Society) with no suggestions and has signed Annual Internal Audit Report.
h) To approve Annual Governance Statement 2024/2025 (Section 1) - Chair and Clerk has signed it and all agreed unanimously.
i) To approve Accounting Statements 2024/2025 (Section 2) - Chair and Clerk has signed it and all agreed unanimously.
j) To approve and sign the Certificate of Exemption (Form 2) to return to external auditor - as PC income is less than 25K in the 2024/2025 accounting year, the PC can choose to be exempt from an external audit and save on external audit fee. Chair and Clerk signed it and all agreed unanimously.
k) To approve List of variations and Bank reconciliation to be published - explained by Clerk/RFO – all agreed unanimously.
l) To approve the Notice of Public Rights and Publication - the public inspection period has been set from 3rd June 2025 to 14th July 2025 – all agreed unanimously
Clerk to finalise the AGAR documents (including List of Variations and Bank Reconciliation) and submit Certificate of Exemption (Form 2) to the External Auditors – PKF Littlejohn and to send to the Webmaster the AGAR and other relevant documents for publication on the Rendham Parish website to enable the procedures for the exercise of public inspection rights to be implemented, as required.
m) Update on internet banking – it was noted that BoS has sent online banking packs for the rest 2 signatories (Cllr Bennion and Cllr Silvester) to be able to set up business online banking with BoS. Also a discussion was held regarding the closure of HSBC current account, and it was agreed to close the account with HSBC. The remaining balance is to be transferred to the HSBC savings account. The Clerk is to prepare the necessary documentation for the account closure and submit it to the bank.
n) To consider using free Accounting Programme from BoS – it was noted that there is possibility to use free accounting programme offered from BoS - all agreed unanimously. Clerk to download it and use it for the further accounting and financial reports.
8. Planning matters
It was noted that three planning applications were submitted in Rendham during the financial year 01/04/2024 to 31/03/2025. Two were granted permission, and one – still awaiting a decision at the time of this Parish Council meeting – had received objections from a Rendham resident. Rendham Parish Council did not raise any objections to any of the three applications.
9. Reports - Issues arising from the Annual Parish Meeting - none
10. Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 10th March 2025 that are not listed above:
Cllr Bennion raised a question regarding the planned enquiry to the Churchyard maintenance team about undertaking grass cutting on the Knoll (Village Green). As Cllr D.Silvester was not present at the meeting and had previously agreed to contact the Churchyard maintenance team, no update was available. It was therefore agreed that the Clerk will follow up with him to clarify the situation.
11. Any other business for discussion not listed above
Councillors discussed a concern raised by a resident regarding standing water on the Park, believed to be caused by a sewer or septic tank overflow. It was agreed that the Clerk will contact the relevant authorities to assist in resolving the issue.
12. Note the date of the next PC meeting - on Monday 7th July 2025 at 7.30pm – the date of the next PC meeting was noted. Also the dates for the further meetings were noted.
	Parish Council Meeting
	8th September 2025
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	10th November 2025
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	12th January 2026
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	9th March 2026
	7.30pm

	Annual Parish Meeting
	11th May 2026
	7.00pm

	Annual Parish Council Meeting
	11th May 2026
	7.30pm




The meeting closed at 20.34




















Dana Brice, Parish Clerk/RFO
rendhampc@gmail.com, 25th June 2025
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