Minutes of the Rendham Parish Council Meeting

Held in Rendham Village Hall Monday 6th March 2023 at 7.30pm
1. Public Forum – No one present
2. Present – Cllr. D Willett (Chair) Cllr. Bennion, Cllr. Field, Cllr. Gleeson, Cllr. Morford, Cllr. Norman
3. Apologies for Absence –  Cllr. Robinson, who has also offered her resignation
4. Minutes of last meeting
  Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting in Jan 23 previously circulated were confirmed &  

  signed as a true record.
5. Declarations of Interest – none
6. Correspondence as circulation – circulated accordingly
7. District Cllr. Maurice Cook – Full report on website
· East Suffolk Council budget approved

· Suffolk councils secure £2.2m to improve tenants’ quality of life

· International cycling events £600,000 boost to local economy

· Design team appointed for Seafront Vision project

· Applications now open for Community Pantries grants

· New defibrillator available for Kesgrave community

· Local youngsters inspire new-look castle themed play area

· Imported food products surrendered following vehicle spot check

· Pitch perfect … with help of Enabling Communities Budget funding

· Surveys and consultations 
8. County Councillor Stephen Burroughes – Did not attend no report received
9. Accounts
a) Financial Report/Budget for 2022/2023, finance statement is in line with the Budget and therefore it was agreed that the expenses were within acceptable parameters.                               
b) Cheque Confirmation – Clerks Salary £306.80, Clerks Non taxable £78, Postage £5.44, PAYE £76.60
c) Amenity Fund Financial Report – Council updated
d) Amenity Fund Bids – none
e) Coronation Event – Clerk to contact Insurance Company re the Coronation Event    CS
f) Internal Auditor – Clerk to contact John Carrington to ask if he will be the Internal Auditor
10. Planning                                                                                                      
a) Awaiting Comments – none
b) RPC Response – none                                                   
c) Awaiting East Suffolk decisions - none
d) Decisions – Gothic House - permitted
11. Reports

a. Community Police – Nothing to report
b. Neighbourhood Watch – Nothing to report
c. RVHMC

Since my last report an estimate has been obtained concerning the installation of secondary glazing to the village hall. The gothic style of some of the windows presented a challenge above the norm but the quote was within my expectation. Committee has decided that this would only be pursued if we were to obtain a grant from one of the energy saving funds that exist. The Jubilee fund mentioned in my last report has been researched by a committee member and proves not to be a suitable avenue to pursue for such an improvement. This matter will be reviewed.

I have contacted the Parochial Church Council concerning the replacement of the fence adjacent to the village hall car park and expressed willingness to lead and progress the matter. I have sought, obtained and accepted a quote for a new fence and it is anticipated the work will be done around April. RVHMC has agreed to contribute £500 towards the fence with the main balance being supplied by the Church.

The hall continues to be used on a regular basis by Pilates groups but the art group have decided to go elsewhere after being given a firm ultimatum concerning aspects of hygiene by their members when using the premises.

Due to personal circumstances the February meeting of RVHMC was cancelled and has as yet not rescheduled.
d. Highways and Footpaths – Cllr. Morford reported problem with tree and drain on Rendham Hill resolved                                                                                                                                                                                                      

e. SALC – Cllr. Morford had nothing to report 
f. Tree Warden –
I must admit I find this time of year a bit dull as far as trees go. I’ve grown used to the beautiful winter silhouettes of the trees unclad in their usual finery - leaves. I long for bud burst bringing new life for the coming season. New plantings have , for the most part been completed, and next year, seedlings are safely tucked up in their compost. The worrying also begins for both early heat and late cold. Either of which can blight wants and expectations of the year to come.  That’s all said when we get a crisp sunny day or a needed light drizzle I can feel contented enough. 

Over the past few years as a Tree Warden  I have grown from seed quite a number of trees  but mainly mighty trees such as oak, beech, sycamore, horse chestnut  , to name a few. Along with a personal penchant I have for some naturalised exotics.  Many of these trees have found it difficult to secure a permanent home at the moment.  Many are too small to go it alone but also many potential homes are awaiting government plans and are reluctant to plant outside such plans. Additionally residential gardens are just not big enough to accommodate them. It is difficult to find the right place for some of these trees - and that is essential. 

It’s is also important not to plant trees in good quality agricultural land just because it is fashionable to do so.  So I’m looking at newly established wood, copse formation, parks and arboretum. Good luck with that !

I am also looking to grow from seed and encourage smaller trees that maybe just might find a place in that large garden, woodland, small park, school field corner or graveyard .

To name but a few that  come in at less than 16 ft (5 meters) - 

acers, spindle trees, cherries, plums and apples on M9 or M26 rootstock, hazel, liquid amber and cercis, snowy mespils, magnolia stellata and hawthorn .

g. Rendham Website – Nothing to report 
12. Election –  Forms completed and handed to clerk to return to Melton
13. PARK – Rospa check carried out just general issues to resolve which will be updated when general work done e.g. Painting rocker play equipment. The landlord of pub donated some benches. Cllr. Field also talking to the landlords to see if the Boule course can be reused.
14. Bulbs for the Knoll – Cllr. Bennion to take lead on ordering bulbs for the Knoll        RB
15. Litter Pick – Clerk agreed with insurance company re the letter pick
16. Parish Clerk Replacement – Further discussion on replacement. 
17. Matters Arising from January meeting - None
Any other Business – 
Cllr. Bennion raised the issue of the clock not keeping time. Somebody in the village is  interested to take on responsibility. Cllr Morford to speak the Jonathan Stevens the Church fabric officer.                                                                                                                 
18. Dates of next meetings for 2023
	Parish Meeting
	15th May 2023
	7.00 pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	15th May 2023
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	10th July 2023
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	11th September 2023
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	13th November 2023
	7.30pm
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