Minutes of the Rendham Parish Council Meeting

Held in Rendham Village Hall Monday 9th January 2023 at 7.30pm
1. Public Forum – No one present
2. Present – Cllr’s. Willett (Chair), Bennion, Field, Norman, and Morford
3. Apologies for Absence –  Cllr. Gleeson and Cllr. Robinson
4. Minutes of last meeting
  Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting in Nov 22 previously circulated were confirmed &  

  signed as a true record.
5. Declarations of Interest – none
6. Correspondence as circulation – circulated accordingly
7. District Cllr. Maurice Cook – Not present no report sent
8. County Councillor Stephen Burroughes – full report on website
a) Keeping Suffolk warm this winter
b) Solar Farm proposal “ Not anywhere near acceptable”

c) Historic deal hands Suffolk regeneration and skills powers to level up

d) Warning after children seen playing on frozen pond

e) Record number of residents help shape county council budget

f) Suffolk County Council becomes a disability confident leader

g) Council to protect frontline services and increase funding in budget proposal

9. Accounts
a) Financial Report/Budget for 2022/2023, finance statement is in line with the Budget and therefore it was agreed that the expenses were within acceptable parameters.
b) Budget for 2023 to 2024 – Following discussion it was agreed to keep the Precept the same as last year at £2800                                                                                                                        CS                                
c) Cheque Confirmation - none.
d) Amenity Fund Financial Report – Council updated
e) Amenity Fund Bids – None
f) S137 donations – Following discussion it was agreed to give £100 to EAAA and £100 to BYWAYs. Proposed Cllr. Morford and seconded Cllr. Field. Cllr, Bennion abstained
g) New Treasures Account – Following discussion it was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk meet to setup a Lloyds treasurers Account, proposed Cllr. Field and seconded Cllr. Bennion   CS/DW
h) Adoption of funds for Newsletter – Agreed to continue paying from Amenity Funds

10. Planning                                                                                                      
a) Awaiting Comments – none
b) RPC Response – Gothic House                                                   
c) Awaiting East Suffolk decisions -Gothic House
d) Decisions – Juniper Lodge agreed
e) Carlton Mears – Clerk to contact Kelsale clerk to find out the latest with Carlton Mears/planning
11. Reports

a. Community Police – Cllr. Norman to attend Police Locality meeting on the 13th January and will raise the issue of dangerous dogs. Cllr. Morford raised the issue of Farm thefts
b. Neighbourhood Watch – Nothing to report
c. RVHMC

Since my last report in November 2022, I have met with a contractor to look at an issue of dampness on the wall adjacent to the road manifesting inside the ladies toilet area and entrance foyer. The dampness measured was not excessive and a quote was supplied. However, on reflection, I have decided to withhold taking any remedial action at this time and will wait until springtime to conduct further investigation in the hope that the problem that exists is not a more serious structural issue. I will discuss this with RVHMC and update accordingly.

Some months ago, I registered interest in a particular grant in celebration of Queen Elizabeth’s Jubilee. The funds are now being released and applications are being invited for improvements to community buildings. There is a very short opportunity window for such applications and RVHMC intend to apply for funds to extend our heating system into the kitchen and toilet areas. We may also consider secondary glazing. I remain concerned about the dire state of the fence adjacent to the car park, but this is primarily the responsibility of the parish church. I have sought a quote from a local contractor to replace the fence with a view to stimulating some sort of share contribution towards its replacement from the 3 main beneficiaries of money raised by Rendham Fete. I will put forward further proposal once I have the quote. (The Jubilee funding is directed at improvement and I doubt whether maintenance would achieve a successful bid).

The community coffee mornings, outlined in my last report, continue into the new year on a monthly basis until March 2023 and are self-funding.

d. Highways and Footpaths – Cllr. Morford to report on drainage problems and  trees                  JM                                                                                                                        

e. SALC – Cllr. Morford had nothing to report
f. Tree Warden

The end of 2022 saw National Tree Week ( 26 November-4 December ). During this time and a little beyond the Suffolk Tree Warden Network   (STWN) facilitated the planting of  over 30,000 trees and hedgerow plants. 

During that week  many seminars and webinars were staged the most interesting of which was on the earth underneath our woodland trees and concerned the world of fungi. For anyone interested it’s on You Tube  search  Tree Council: Trees and Fungi working together narrated by Prof Michael Bidartondo (Imperial College and Kew Gardens).   

Satisfyingly, quite a few trees were planted in the village along our roads and on farms with a number of garden hedgerows established . All  stock donated by the Woodland Trust in conjunction with the STWN. The Native Black Poplar Project was also boosted by the planting of 3  female  trees  along the Alde. I note that we have an ivy clad tree down of the Village Green. This will be moved as it is an obstruction but will not, taken away as we know dead wood is a fantastic habitat. 

g. Rendham Website – Nothing to report 
12. Sub Station – networks still dealing with other parties. 
13. PARK – To have meeting February/March and tidy equipment. Due to cost of Boules ring, they have decided to make it themselves. Also, the question of whether there was still a rink in the pub garden
14. Matters Arising from November meeting - None
15. Any other Business 

Cllr. Morford asked about the cards of the village which given to new people. Held at present by Trevor Salmon NW. There are about 11 remaining.  Clerk to bring some to next meeting to discuss whether they should be updated.                                                                                                     CS                                                                                                                    
16. Dates of next meetings for 2023
	Parish Council Meeting
	6th March 2023
	7.30pm

	Parish Meeting
	15th May 2023
	7.00 pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	15th May 2023
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	10th July 2023
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	11th September 2023
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	13th November 2023
	7.30pm


Page 3 of 3

