Minutes of Annual Rendham Parish Meeting
Held in the Village Hall on Monday 13th May 2024 at 7:00pm

Present:
Cllr David Willett (Chair), Cllr Tracy Gleeson (Vice-chair), Cllr James Morford, Cllr Richard Field, Cllr Jacquie Norman, Cllr Richard McFawn, Cllr Rodger Bennion
Visitors:
District Cllr Owen Gray
One member of public
In Attendance: Clerk/RFO Dana Brice

1. Chairman’s Welcome – The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending
2. Apologies for absence received – Cllr. David Sylvester, SCC Cllr Stephen Burroughes, Communities officer Sam Kenward
3. Minutes of the last Parish Meeting held on 15th May 2023 – The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated, were confirmed and signed as a true record.
4. Parish Council Chairman David Willett Annual Report 
It’s again time for the Annual Parish Meeting, and it feels like the year has flown past.
We have co-opted two new members to the council this year, David Sylvester and Richard McFawn, both bring with them a wealth of knowledge and experience.
Chris Salmon our Parish Clerk retired in November after some seventeen years of sterling Service, and I would like to thank her for all the years of hard work she has done to keep us on the straight and narrow. Chris will continue to look after the village website and update it on all the activities and events that take place in the village. We wish Chris all the very best in her retirement.
We have recruited Dana Brice as our new Parish Clerk, Dana has previous experience of working in government and finance and will be an asset to our community  
John Carrington once again acted as independent reviewer of the PC accounts for no fee.
The Council addressed various planning applications and issues regarding the highways in and around the village and considered reports from Local Government representatives. 
Regular reports have been received and discussed from our District Cllr and County Cllr, copies of these can be found on the village website.
With Storm Babet hitting the area hard in October Councillor Norman has worked hard to liaise with the villagers affected, the various government agencies and councillors involved in the maintenance of the River Alde as it runs through the village and some progress has been made.
In view of the on-going harsh economic climate this year, the precept for 2024 has been held the same as last year.  The Parish Council continues to oversee the Amenity Fund, and Section 137 donations. 
The Park Committee continues to oversee the playing field and is fund raising for new facilities and the maintenance of the current equipment – the Bake off appears to be very popular.
We now have new posts installed on the Knoll and this spring we saw the results of all the hard work planting bulbs on Knoll, with a beautiful display of daffodils. Rendham Green is continuing to mature and settle down and the footpaths are showing signs of regular use. 
This year has seen the villages most successful fete ever with funds raised for the village and so I would like to thank Paul Jackson, Richard Pilgrim, and the team for all the hard work they put into organising and running this event.
In conclusion I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their help and support in the last twelve months and especially express my thanks to both our parish clerks whose knowledge, help, guidance and support have been invaluable.
5. Parish Council Financial Report – at the end of financial year (31.03.2024.) Parish Council (PC) current account’s total receipts were £2854.62, and total spend was £2722.82, PC’s current account’s balance was £3017.67 and PC savings account held £2453.71 in reserves at the end of financial year. Total balances held on accounts on 31.03.2024. was £5471.38.
6. Village Amenity Fund – the income was £923.04 which includes the fete moneys £900.00. Outgoings were £689.00 – for Coronation Band, Rendham Village Website, and for bimonthly Village Newsletter “The Street”. The Amenity Fund’s closing balance at the on of financial year was £1503.52.
7. County Councillor (Framlingham Division) Stephen Burroughs – has not attended personally, but has sent a 20 page long Annual Report (Snapshot) which is available on the Rendham village website.
The following are the main points of the report:
•	99% OF PUPILS RECEIVE A PREFERRED PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE ON NATIONAL OFFER DAY
•	REVISED POLICY AGREED TO PROTECT SUFFOLK’S WATER SUPPLIES
•	LIBRARY SERVICES PROTECTED AS SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL APPROVES ADDITIONAL FUNDING
•	SPOTLIGHT ON IMPROVING AIR QUALITY AS COUNTY-WIDE STRATEGY LAUNCHED
•	SUFFOLK FIRE SERVICE TO BRING CONTROL ROOM BACK TO THE COUNTY
•	£100M BROADBAND INVESTMENT IN SUFFOLK UNDER GOVERNMENT'S PROJECT GIGABIT
•	COUNCILS SET OUT CONCERNS AS PUBLIC CONSULTATION OPENS FOR NORWICH TO TILBURY PROPOSALS
•	NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK COUNCILS GIVEN AUTHORITY AND FUNDING TO HELP NATURE’S RECOVERY
•	SUFFOLK’S ARCHIVE SERVICE ACHIEVES FULL NATIONAL ACCREDITATION
•	FORMAL OPENING OF £1.3 MILLION SUFFOLK FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE TRAINING CENTRE
•	COUNCIL FEARS NEW ENERGY PROPOSALS WILL HARM SUFFOLK’S COASTLINE
•	INFLATION, SEND SCHOOL TRANSPORT AND CARE COSTS CONTRIBUTE TO COUNCIL’S PREDICTED OVERSPEND
•	NEW HIGHWAYS SERVICESARRIVE IN SUFFOLK AS MULTI-MILLION-POUND PARTNERSHIP GOES LIVE
•	COUNCIL URGES COMMUNITIES TO RESPOND TO SEA LINK CONSULTATION
•	CABINET APPROVED £10 MILLION NEW FUNDING TO RESURFACE RESIDENTIAL ROADS
•	GOVERNMENT BACKS A12 ROAD IMPROVEMENTS WITH FUNDING COMMITMENT
•	EXTRA £108 MILLION FOR SUFFOLK’S ROADS WELCOMED
•	4.7 MILLION LITRES OF WATER AND 8,412 DRAINS CLEARED SINCE STORM BABET BATTERED SUFFOLK ONE MONTH AGO
•	ALMOST £1 MILLION EXTRA COMMITTED TO INVESTIGATING SIGNIFICANT FLOODING FOLLOWING BABET
•	MORE PUBLIC MONEY FOR ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CARE, BUT DIFFICULT DECISIONS ARE NEEDED TO BALANCE THE BOOKS
•	COUNCIL TO ENSURE SIZEWELL C DELIVERS FOR SUFFOLK AS CONSTRUCTION BEGINS
•	PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL’S PROPOSED DEVOLUTION DEAL STARTS ON 18TH MARCH
•	DRAGON PATCHER LANDS IN SUFFOLK TO BOLSTER RESPONSE TO RURAL POTHOLES
•	COUNCIL BUDGET APPROVED WITH A FOCUS ON PROTECTING THE MOST VULNERABLE
•	COUNCIL TO REVIEW WEED CONTROL FOR ROADS AND PAVEMENTS
•	£4.4 MILLION TO BE SPENT ON ADDITIONAL STAFF TO STRENGTHEN SEND REFORM
•	NEW SUFFOLK CAMPAIGN URGES DRIVERS TO SWITCH THEIR ENGINES OFF
•	FINAL BASCULE SPAN ARRIVES FOR GULL WING BRIDGE
•	SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONSIDERS LIONLINK PROPOSALS UNACCEPTABLE AND UNFAIR
•	FUNDING BOOST FOR NEW AND EXISTING BUS SERVICES ACROSS SUFFOLK
•	EVEN MORE POTHOLES FILLED AS ROADMENDER TRIAL HITS SUFFOLK


8. District Councillor’s report – District Councillor Owen Gray attended this meeting and have sent a report from Cllr Caroline Topping (Leader of East Suffolk Council) report. Full report is available on the Rendham village website.
The following are the main points of the report:
• Our Direction 2028
• Our spending plans for 2024-25
• East Suffolk Services
• Storms Babet and Ciarán
• Flood Protection
• Construction of Sizewell C
• Long stay car park charges reduced
• Seashore village complete
• £900,000 investment for historic Town Hall
• Safe Suffolk Renters
9. PARK Report – Cllr Field (member of the PARK committee) has sent the following report:
Since the last AGM, we have increased the committee: welcoming Chris Bishop back to the fold and new member – Gina Purvis. They both joined in February and so much has happened since.
The annual RoSPA inspection completed in September and though again no major concerns were raised the number of general maintenance observations increased. As such the main equipment repairs have now been carried out, in accordance with the inspection, plus we are progressing paint work ourselves. In addition, a new main entrance gate, plus new signage was installed. Thanks to Paul Jackson for his help and support with all this maintenance activity.
With the increased committee and some willing support from Peter Addington and David Silvester, to apply for grants, we have been raising funds to cover the maintenance work and installation of a Boules pitch.
A big thank you to Gina and Chris for organising a Bingo and Bake-Off event, raising just under £1000. Also, to villagers for donations and generosity shown towards the upkeep of PARK.
PARK maintenance work is nearing completion and boules court will hopefully be constructed in the near future.
During the coming year a number of events are being planned for the park – if the timing is right, this may include celebrating Bastille Day (Sunday 14 July)!
TREASURERS REPORT P.A.R.K. OCTOBER 2023 - MAY 2024
INCOME:
Opening Balance: £936.41
Donations from Villagers: £1380.00
Events:
Fete           £900.00
Bingo         £575.00
Bake-Off   £420.00
Other:
Grants        £1000
Interest      £16.18
EXPENDITURE:
Signs     £151.53
BALANCE £5076.06 
10. Village Hall Report – Denis Moore (Chairman Rendham Village Hall Management Committee (RVHMC)) has sent the following report:
Community use of the village hall continues on a regular basis with a Pilates group and a table tennis group.  Also, recent hiring for fund raising activities and the use of the hall as a polling station for the election of the local police commissioner have provided additional income. The winter monthly community café will hold its last event in May before restarting in October. 
The statutory five-year internal wiring check has been completed and all portable appliances checked. A remedial action is required in respect of a faulty residual current device and this action is awaiting completion.
The instant hot water system in the kitchen has now been replaced. 
The RVHMC AGM was held on 9th April 2024 and the minutes published on the village website.
11. Neighbourhood Watch Report – Trevor Salmon (Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, Village Happenings) has sent the following report:
There are 117 individual or households on the list and I continue to encourage people to join.  There are some empty houses, a few holiday homes and people with no internet connections, however if you know of anyone not on the list and who would be willing to join please ask them to contact me. Several people who have left the village have also asked to remain on the list to enable them to keep in touch.
Village happenings are the main use of the circulation rather than Neighbourhood Watch. I continue to send out information about events within the village such as the Fete, fund rising events etc.
I have continued to inform people of happenings in the village. 
Police information was also circulated.
12. Rendham Parochial Church Council Report – no report received.
Cllr R.Bennion informed that at the last Parochial Church Council (PCC) Meeting one of the main discussion was about parking issues near the Village Hall and Juniper Barn. There is no formal agreement between PCC (owner of the car park) and Junipern Barn to use car park.

13. Tree Wardens Report – Cllr Tracy Gleeson has sent the following report:
Hedge planting, tree planting and growing trees from seed has continued. 
There was no take up of Tree packs this year which was probably a good thing due to the weather. 
Many of our trees continue to show signs of sickness which could be due to bug and other pathogens as well as weather related. 
We are seeing increasing numbers of Deer and Muntjac damage especially in our newly established woods. A culling is inevitable especially given those making the journey over the A12 due in part to the Sizewell C construction process.
It looks like the summer might be a dry one. Oak is definitely before the Ash at the time of writing, which accordingly to folklore indicates we may only get a splash. Summer watering of new trees and, if possible, hedges, by hand is advisable if this turns out to be true.
B1119 junction with Sandy Lane
Significant flooding of the bottom of Rendham Hill and it’s junction with Sandy Lane.  A meeting in March with Highways and related neighbours has promised a resolution to this before the winter. Highways appreciate it is a multi-faceted problem and are now in possession of all the facts and historical water flows off the surrounding hills and farmland. Many Thanks to Derek Bolton for his extensive historical knowledge of these water flows.
	It was noted that Cllr T.Gleeson will follow up with tree surgery quotes – fallen trees and tree debris disposal.
14. Rendham Village Website – Christine Solmon (Webmaster) has sent the following report:
The website continues to record all aspects of village life.
The Parish Council, Village Hall information includes minutes etc. are recorded. Other aspects such as the White Horse pub, Juniper Barn, Church, and PARK etc.
The bi-monthly copies of the Street are recorded.
There are hundreds of pictures of Events the latest being Bingo night and PARK bake off. The are also historical pictures such as the Rendham School.
15. Town Estates Charity Report – no report sent, but Rendham PC Chairman has received a letter from the R.Pilgrim (Chairman of Rendham Town Estates Charity) informing that this charity is still in existence, but not anymore registered with Charity Commission as annual income is not greater than £5000.
In the letter it was mentioned that Charity holds about £23000, most of it is invested at 3.75%. The remit for this charity is “For the enhancement and well-being of the village as whole, and/or for the relief of temporary hardship of inhabitants of the village and/or as contribution towards other local charities whose remit covers village.” 
Also very recently this charity have donated £500 to Rendham PARK and still are open to suggestions of worthy recipients.
16. Alde Community Council Report – no representative in attendance, no report received
17. Any Other Matters – none
District Councillor (for Framlingham Ward) Owen Gray joined the meeting and spoke about following topics:
-Flooding due to Storm Babet and what actions has been taken and what work is being done to prevent flooding. He informed that he has contacted Environmental Agency and SCC to call for a strategy to clean up the Alde River. There was a discussion between councillors how flooding has affected Rendham residents.
-New developments in neighbouring areas – social housing is essential together with development of infrastructure. Councillors informed Cllr O.Gray about expansion of Carlton Meres Holiday Park with static caravans and permanent residents there, what puts a great impact on sewage system.
-Planning enforcement – problems in national legislation, work together with ESPA to improve enforcement measures.
-Potholes and inefficiency of repairing them and problems reporting them to Highways due to certain set criteria. Cllr O.Gray advised to report any issues with potholes with him if no action is taken by Highways.
-Community Fund – applications welcome for small PC projects.


Before closure of the Meeting, Cllr J.Norman proposed Cllr’s D.Willett given report to be published in Village Newsletter “The Street”. Cllr T.Gleeson seconded and all agreed unanimously. Clerk to prepare PC part with Chairman’s report and send to the Newsletter’s editors.

18. Chairmans Closure of Meeting – Chairman thanked everyone for attending this meeting. Meeting closed at 8.00pm.
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