Minutes of the Rendham Parish Council Meeting

Held in Rendham Village Hall Monday 25th January 2016 at 7.30pm

1. Present – Cllrs. Greenburgh, Bennion, Coulson, Croucher, Morford, Oaksey, Willet and District Cllr. Poulter
2. Apologies for Absence – County Cllr. S Burroughs
3. Minutes of last meeting

      Minutes of the last meeting previously circulated and signed as a true record

4. Declarations of interest – None for the meeting. Cllr. Morford still to complete online declaration.                                                                                                                            JM                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
5. Correspondence as circulated - All correspondence has been circulated.
6. County Councillor’s Report -   SCC Cllr.Burroughes – unable to attend sent a report on the following (full report on the website)

· Future Financial Overview
· Government Devolution Update

· Making Suffolk’s Train Demands Clearer

· Travellers

· Time to ‘Grow’ your future 
7. District Councillor’s report –  Cllr. Poulter attended the meeting and spoke of the following (full report on website)
· Financial Overview

· Latest Devolution Update

· Seafront Gardens Opening

· Clean for the Queen

 Details of dates of Rendham Litter pick to be sent to Cllr. Poulter as requested.                    CS                          
8. Accounts

a) Current Financial Report presented, finance statement is in line with the Budget and therefore it was agreed that the expenses were within acceptable parameters.

b) Cheque authorisation for Clerks admin (Postage and paper) £13.32                      CS
c) Amenity Fund - Financial report presented. Confirmation for £39 for December /January invoice.

d) Amenity Fund bids - No bids received
e) Decision about the £100 website prize – It was agreed unanimously that the money should be put into the Amenity Fund until a decision is made about its use.           CS       
f) Financial Standing Orders – Clerk will circulate the proposed financial standing orders for discussion at the next PC meeting in May.                                              CS
g) Risk Assessment – Agreed unanimously
h) S137 Donation – Cllr. Greenburgh opened the discussion saying that the number of donations should be reduced to make the amount more appropriate. It was felt that any donation should go to charities that provide a local service. It was agreed to send £65 to the following Air Ambulance, CAB and CATS.                                              CS
i) Internal auditor – John Carrington has once again agreed to do the internal audit for the Parish Accounts and the Amenity Fund.
j) Fete Insurance – Clerk to circulate the form to Cllr. Coulson for discussion at the next fete meeting.                                                                                                            CS
k) Precept for 2016/2017 – Clerk has returned the form requesting that the precept remains the same at £2200
l) Localism assets – Clerk has now received notification that the Rendham playing field is now listed as an Asset of Community Value. It means that the owner is unable to dispose of the asset and they will have to inform the PC and what the process is for submitting an intention to bid.
9. Proposal to reduce number of meetings – Cllr. Greenburgh proposed that the number of meetings be reduced from six to four. It was agreed unanimously. Dates set as at the end of the minutes. Clerk to inform the Susan Donald who manages the Village Hall bookings.              CS
10. Planning                                                                                                       

a) Awaiting Comments – none

b) RPC Response – none

c) Awaiting SCDC decisions – none
d) Decisions – None
e) Appointment Chairman of the Planning Subcommittee – Cllr. Greenburgh agreed to be Chair. 
11. Report 

a) Community Police – Police working arrangements will mean that the police will no longer send out reports or attend the Parish Council meetings. Clerk has been given website where crime reports can be looked up, all be it a month out of date. The website is www.police.uk/#search. Clerk will check it before each meeting.          CS
b) Neighbourhood Watch - Nothing to report. 
c) VHMC - Cllr. Coulson reported that the VH were considering part funding work of church path as they are about £3000 short. It was proposed by Cllr. Greenburgh that the Amenity fund which currently has a commitment of £500 be raised to £1000 as this path was used by many villagers to avoid the B1119. Cllr. Bennion voted against the proposal but was agreed by everyone else. Clerk asked to write to PCC to say this will be reviewed January 2017 if the work has not been carried out.                CS                                                            
The Rendham Entertainment team are looking into installing a hearing loop around the hall which should help those who have hearing difficulties. 
d) Highways and Footpaths - Nothing to report                                                                                       

e) SALC - Cllr. Morford has been sent details of SALC meetings                               JM                                         
f) Tree Warden - Matthew Greenburgh, nothing to report.
g) PARK – Richard Field sent a written report with the following. The Annual RoSPA inspection of the play equipment had passed again this year with a handful of oberservations. Also access to PARK for ease of moving materials has been requested by Tory Lawrence. This is to construct a wall between adjacent property and it has been agreed on the basis that any damage to grass and hedges be restored and any equipment is left secured as the field is used by children.
h) Village Website – Details have been updated with the ACC Spanish evening and pictures of the December Mummers evening.                               

12. Audit for 2017 – New arrangements are being made of the external audit from 2017. PC can opp out of the group arrangements but it was agreed that Rendham would not.
13. Chairman's SCDC Challenge Visit – Chairman of SCDC and her husband visited Rendham for the winter solstice mummer’s play. All went well and she really enjoyed the occasion.
14. Rendham Green – The dead trees at the lower end of the green are in danger of falling onto the road. Cllr. Morford agreed to bring equipment to push back the dead trees in the next couple of weeks. He is also looking into voluntary helpers with an interest in the environment. Clerk asked to be kept up to date.                                                                                                                 JM                                                                                                                       
15. East Suffolk lines Rail Partnership - Cllr. Bennion The meeting he attended discussed details about Campsea Ashe, Sizewell loop, Felixstowe etc. He had hoped there would be more discussion about how the trains linked to the buses in the area (ESTA). Saxmundham Station is currently boarded up and discussions about its ongoing use. 
16. Sizewell C Representative – Cllr. Greenburgh agreed to be Rendham’s representative on SPLG group. Clerk to forward him the dates of meetings.                                                 MG/CS           
17. Matter arising from the November Parish Council meeting not listed – none
18. Any Other Business – 
· Cllr. Bennion raised the issue of the A12 junction with the B1119. There have been several accidents, lighting is poor, signage often obscures the view and the speed limit should be reduced (currently 60 mph). Clerk asked to write to Highways stating these concerns.     CS
· Cllr. Bennion also raised the problem of the flooding at the bottom of Rendham Hill and Pipney Hill. Clerk to write to Highways ask for update to the proposed work that was agreed last year.                                                                                                                              CS
· Roger Lintott the previous Chairman for four years has been nominated for the Buckingham Palace Garden party. He will know if he has been chosen by the 8th February.
· As there is no meeting in March authorisation of payment for the following, Clerks PAYE £71.20, Non Taxable £78 and £284.48 for salary, none of which are payable till March.   CS
· It was agreed that no claim would be entered for the Transparency Code as the work was minimal.
19. Parish Council dates for 2016/17 Rendham Village Hall

	Parish  Meeting 
	9th May 2016
	7.00pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	9th May 2016
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	12th September 2016
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	14th November 2016
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	9th January 2017
	7.30pm
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