Minutes of the Rendham Parish Council Meeting

Held in Rendham Village Hall Monday 8th September 2019 at 7.30pm

Public Forum – Four people attended. Bill and Gwenda Weeks from Rendham who had already sent a letter re Dog Poo bins in support of their application to increase more bins in the Parish.
Two representatives from Kelsale cum Carlton Bill Goodacre and Ken Hammer spoke about the development of Carlton Meres caravan park. The latest application for 50 more caravans on a piece of land that that is actually in the parish of Rendham. Rendham PC have not been informed by planning only Kelsale cum Carlton. This brings the development very close to Rendham Barnes and Rendham Barnes farm. They shared maps and information with the council. They outlined all the problems and a village in Carlton that they were having with heavy traffic etc. 
1. Present – Cllr’s  Willett (Chair), Bennion, Gleeson, Morford , Field, Lawrence and Oaksey 
2. Apologies for Absence – Cllr. Croucher and District Cllr. Cook. Letter of resignation received from Cllr. Strachan, clerk to notify election people at East Suffolk and remove her details from the declaration of interests on line. Cllr. Croucher last attended the meetings January 2019, Cllr Willis to contact him.   CS                                                                                                             
3. Minutes of last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting previously circulated and signed as a true record 
4. Declarations of Interest – All declarations of interest completed on line
5. Correspondence as circulated
6. Matters arising from July meeting – Street light fixed. The United Reform Church has agreed to check the churchyard, Richard Pilgrim removed the fallen tree.
7. County Councillor Stephen Burroughes presented a report with the following headings full report in the website
· Suffolk Schools get improved results
· ‘The Hold’ – preserving Suffolk’s history gets new home for records office in Ipswich
· Suffolk bucks national trend for vaccine rates – MMR
· Unsafe goods totalling £23 million stopped at port of Felixstowe
· Suffolk is on lorry watch
· Bus services to continue despite funding challenge
8. District Councillor’s Cook was unable to attend but sent the following report which can be read in full on the website
· East Suffolk to battle climate change

· Funding is available for community projects

· Accommodation to be provided for rough sleepers

· Framlingham goes digital with official launch of a free public WIFI system

· Sprinkler system completed at St Peters Court Lowestoft

· Leiston Leisure Centre is open for business

· Residents are reminded only rain goes down the drains

· Funding boost for new community centre

· Bin the butt’ and help keep East Suffolk tidy

· Children celebrate reopening of play areas in Felixstowe

· Money saved from fraudulent activity

· Ipswich Northern Route exhibitions attracted over 2,000 people
9. Accounts

a) Current Financial Report presented, finance statement is in line with the Budget and therefore it was agreed that the expenses were within acceptable parameters. Church clock outstanding, clerk to follow up. Cost of mowing playing field due in September.                   CS
b) Authorisation for uncontested election £87.04, Clerks salary £306.80, Non-taxable £78, PAYE £76.60
c) Cheque confirmations – Repair of street lighting Pearce and Kemp £73.46
d) Amenity Fund Bids – none
e) Amenity fund % of fete monies - Cllr. Bennion as member of the fete committee has been working with Mrs Palmer and tabled a spreadsheet with detailed information concerning the
finance. He is also proposing that this year allocations cannot be change but for next year would like to prose the following, 35% to 3 village hall and 35% PCC with 15% to the Amenity funs and 15% to Rendham Park. Letter to be sent to various parties with this proposal. Parish Council still funding the mowing of Rendham Park.
f) Amenity Fund – Confirmation of Newsletter for Aug/Sept £39                              
10. Planning                                                                                                       

a) Awaiting Comments – none
b) RPC Response – Land East of Grove Farm
c) Awaiting East Suffolk decisions – none
d) Decisions – Three Birches, 1 The Willows, West Mead - permitted
11. Reports: 

a) Community Police – Nothing to report
b) Neighbourhood Watch – Sent around the details about 101 calls and possible waiting times. 
c) VHMC – Chairman of Village Hall sent the following report. 
A breakdown of fete finances was provided by Mrs. J. Palmer acting as fete treasurer at the 2019 fete closing meeting on 9th July 2019. At that time the resulting figure was £3921.76. There may be some minor adjustment to this figure due to final settlements of income and expenditure. The income from the fete will be distributed in accordance with the previously agreed split ratio of 1/3 to the usual recipients (Church, RVH and Amenity Fund).

In my capacity as chairman of RVHMC, accounts are produced on an annual basis at the AGM in May. Currently, monies held are in the region of £11000. The figure fluctuates due to direct debits and income from users relating to their terms of use.

In January 2020, new regulations come into force relating to the discharge from septic tanks into or near to open water systems. These regulations will apply specifically to RVH and I am at present investigating what will need to be done to ensure we remain legal in relation to these regulations. A solution has been presented and I am awaiting more detail in relation to cost. The work will involve major excavation of part of the village hall car park.

I am also in the process of researching to improve the heating system in the hall and insulation and the support granting that may be available. The heating is a regular concern of hall users.

d) Highways and Footpaths – nothing to report
e) SALC – Cllr. Morford had nothing to report
f) Tree Warden – Cllr. Gleeson sent the following report
It’s been a funny weather for trees.  A warm spring, followed by a wet and windy summer with a heat wave at either end. No sooner we were headed for and, worrying about, drought the rain started to fall and seemingly would not stop. Winds threatened trees in full leaf but miraculously only many twigs and a few fallen boughs were evident around the village. On farm a couple of veteran oak trees lost huge boughs but they had already been weakened by age and or disease or were dead wood. This year fruit trees seem positively overburdened with undersized fruits. On the field margins and in the hedgerows,  we have seen a huge increase in numbers and variety of butterflies and other insects. The Hares are also back in abundance.  Also noticeable is an increase in mosses and fungi on trees; or that could be that once you see one you then notice the others! Mosses are like miniature woodlands within woodlands providing a habitat for other plants, insects, frogs and fungi. Some insect larvae only feed on moss. Other insects hunt amongst moss for food. The insects from moss also feed bats and birds. Mosses can grow on or under trees. Some can cover large areas of the woodland floor.  Squirrels use moss to line their nests (Dreys) and dormice hibernate in nests made under moss. Fungi are more closely-related to animals than plants and you can't often see them. Their main part is an underground network made up of thin branch-like threads that run through the soil and leaf litter to wood and plant tissue. Mainly noticeable when fruiting as mushrooms. Many fungi are beneficial to trees. Their network of threads like a second root system giving better access to water and minerals. Most fungi are also brilliant recyclers of dead tissues and thereby return essential nutrients back to the environment. However, some fungi cause serious infections in trees such as the ones responsible for the Ash die back, the Sweet Chestnut canker and, scientist think, that decimating Larch trees.

g) PARK – See below
h) Village Website – No change
12. PARK Constitution – Further suggestions made re the constitution and Cllr. Field agreed to look at it again. It was also felt that the title should be changed from P.A.R.K. – Play Area for Rendham Kids to just Rendham Park so as not to be just for children but other activities that may be developed in the future. He agreed to remove the old sign from the gate and to look into new signs, for Rendham Park including No dogs sign. Clerk to send him details of the company that suppled the village noticeboard. There was also a need to explore more uses for the Park.
13. East Suffolk lines Rail Partnership - Cllr. Bennion said very little happening and it would be that the art gallery is being moved to another site on the high road.                          
14. Telephone Box – Clerk has sent off form indicating that we wish to retain the box as a working telephone. Should this not happen requested that BT contact the Parish Council for us to decide what we wish to do with the box. A decision is to be made on 11th September 2019
15. Dog Poo bins – Discussion on the need for increase in Dog Poo bins following the letter from Gwenda Weeks. Generally, there is a need to encourage people to pick up their dog poos. People need to be aware they can use their grey bin for the disposal of poo bags. There is already one bin at the bottom of the Cancer by the B1119 almost opposite the church which will remain. It was proposed by Cllr. Oakesy and seconded by Cllr. Morford that a new bin be purchased for the parish. The site to be at the bottom of Rendham Green on the Peasenhall road by footpath 13 across Rookery land. Clerk to order from Refuse Ops.  Clerk to inform Mr & Mrs Weeks.                                                                                                     CS

16. Rendham Green – Letter received from Mr Hobson, with interest but the PC have no comments at this time. A decision to plant new trees held over for the time being. Clerk circulated a draft woodland management plan available from the gov.uk website for further discussion at a later meeting. Clerk to write to Mr Hobson.                                                                                                                                   CS 
17. Any Other Business –
· Planning are no longer sending out paper applications and have requested that all PC have a generic Parish email. Clerk informed planning of the email which is Rendhampc@gmail.com
· Request from Cllr. Bennion to use the Knoll for Mummers agreed unanimously
· Issues concerning Carlton Meres, Cllr’s Bennion, Lawrence, Gleeson and Willet to make a visit to the campsite to get a clearer picture of the development on Tuesday 10th September at 10.30am to allow time to respond to planning application by the 18th September 2019.
18. Dates for 2019 all meetings to be held in Rendham Village hall at time indicated
	Parish Council Meeting
	11th November 2019
	7.30pm


Dates agreed for meetings in 2020

	Parish Council Meeting
	13th January 2020
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	9th March 2020
	7.30pm

	Parish Meeting
	11th May 2020
	7.00pm

	Annual Parish Council Meeting
	11th May 2020
	7.30pm after Parish Meeting

	Parish Council Meeting
	13th July 2020
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	14th September 2020
	7.30pm

	Parish Council Meeting
	9th November 2020
	7.30pm
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