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Clocks go
forward
Sunday
25th
March.

Shake off those winter blues and
experience an evening in Italy at Rendham Village Hall. From the
Spanish, French and Back to School evenings, it’s now Italy’s turn.

Doors open at 7pm for
a 7:30pm start. Tickets £8 - these can be purchased in advance by
calling 663 737 or emailing lesley.bennion@gmail.com.

The price includes a 3-course meal with wine and entertainment.
Additional Italian beer, wine, soft drinks available to purchase.

 e.g. Romans, Venetians, artists, Shakespearean
characters, gangsters, film stars etc.
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Our thanks to everyone who
encouraged and supported us with our Community lunch on
Christmas Day. Eighteen of us sat down to a traditional
Christmas feast in Juniper Barn which we all really enjoyed
and we hope to do it again.

Looking forward to spring and longer, warmer days, we are introducing a new initiative:
 for parents / carers with babies and toddlers. Come along on the

2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month from 2pm - 4pm, meet others, enjoy tea / coffee and
cake - and do tell friends with small children. February 13th and 27th, March 13th and
27th.

We are now selling a small range of seasonal and local fruit and vegetables - do come in
and see what we have.

We will be closing for a week from Monday 5th March, re-opening Monday 12th March.
Time to refresh, see grandchildren and prepare for Easter. We hope you all understand.

DONATE FOR ST. ELIZABETH’S HOSPICE In aid of St. Elizabeth
Hospice Young Adults,  will be
running a mobile phone amnesty to support National
Telephone Day on April 25th. Please donate your old or
unwanted mobile phones. Also, donations of used ink
cartridges and stamps for charity are welcome! Thank you!

EASTER LILIES AT ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 2018
This year we will again have memorial lilies in Rendham Church. Lilies in
memory of family and friends will be on display over the Easter weekend

and through the following week - the names of those to be remembered will
also be displayed and read out at the 11:00am Service on Easter Sunday, 1st

April. If you would like to order a lily, or lilies, in memory of someone dear to you, please
fill in the form on the table at the back of St Michael’s Church before the end of Sunday

11th March. Lilies cost £3.50 each and proceeds go to Church funds. Please support us so
we have as beautiful a display as we have had in the past. Please order and give your

money to either Lynda Newson (663 325) or Lesley Bennion (663 737).

VILLAGE LITTER PICK
If you could spare an hour sometime between Monday 26th February

and Sunday 11th March to help with the annual Village Litter Pick it
would be much appreciated. As previously, SCDC will supply all the
equipment we need, namely gloves, bags and a litter picker and the
Parish Council will arrange insurance for us during this period. We
cover all the roads around the village and also go in teams along the
B1119 from Rendham as far as the A12. There’s always plenty to

collect so if you’d like to help get rid of it, please get in touch and let me
know as soon as possible. Thank you - susandonald@suffolkonline.net

                 Sue Donald (663 349)

If you wish to receive the Neighbourhood Watch / Village Happenings email
please email Trev.salmon@btinternet.com

mailto:Trev.salmon@btinternet.com


As there were three candidates for the position, a secret
ballot was held and won by Tracy Gleeson of Rendham Court. Other candidates were thanked
and it was hoped that should there be another vacancy in the future that they will once again
put themselves forward. It was good to have such interest.

 was unable to attend due to ill health and sent a report with the following
headlines. The full report can be read on the village website.
� Off street car parking consultation
� Amendments to renovation grant policy
� Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme
� Capital Programme
� Exempt / Confidential Items
� Introduction of Garden Waste Collection Charging - further report (see

Page 5 in this newsletter)
� Waste Offences
� Residents to have say on Leisure

 was unable to attend but forwarded a written report with the following
headlines, full report to be published on village website.
� Suffolk school travel consultation
� Suffolk chosen as pilot area to retain 100% business rates
� Central Heading systems funding for fuel poor Suffolk residents
� Primary School application deadline approaches
� Ground investigation for Ipswich’s Upper Orwell crossing
� Education high needs consultation

 - There have been comments about the village sign which was installed in 2001
for the millennium. It would appear that the paint work is blistering, probably due to sun and
weather. The council is currently looking into the cost of repainting.

 - Due to rising costs and commitments the council is having to raise the
precept by £200. Rising from £2,200 to £2,400.

RENDHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
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 On Sunday 4th February, the 10:00am
service of Holy Communion in Dennington will be celebrated by
the Bishop of Dunwich, Bishop Mike. The 9:30am service of Holy
Communion in Sweffling will be celebrated by the Bishop of St.
Edmundsbury and Ipswich, Bishop Martin. All are welcome and
there will be refreshments following both services with an
opportunity to meet the Bishops.

   A very big thank you to
everyone who had a collection
box for The Children’s Society.
Diana Smith and I opened 24
boxes and were able to send
£493.60 to The Children’s
Society to support their
invaluable work.

 -  - Sunday
13th May, Cumberland House Garden open
12:00-5:00PM (17 Cumberland Street,
Woodbridge, IP12 4AH). Use Station car
park, admission £4, (children free). In aid of
the charities supported by the National
Garden Scheme. Find out more at
www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/garden/35316

- Dennington Plant Sale - 28th
April. More details to follow.

www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/garden/35316 
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Rendham Village Fete
is scheduled to take place on
Saturday 7th July 2018.
Arrangements are in progress
and a valued core of volunteers

have already pledged support. Please come along to the
Rendham Village Hall at 7:30pm on Monday 26th February
to join in the discussions, offer ideas, volunteer to help and
join in all the fun of the fete!

RENDHAM MUMMERS LIGHT UP THE LONGEST NIGHT

Coastal Accessible
Transport Services (CATS) provides
transport solutions to help anyone
who is unable to access public
transport due to mobility or rural
isolation.

CATS dial-a-ride and community
car services are run by volunteer
drivers. If you enjoy driving and
have some spare time, you may be
just the person we are looking for.

Rendham is also covered by our
demand responsive bus service
which runs into Framlingham and
Saxmundham, Monday to
Saturday. The service is pre-
bookable and bookings can be
made two weeks ahead of travel.

We would like to express our
gratitude to Rendham Town Estate
Charity, Rendham Entertainments
and Rendham Parish Council for
their continued support and
donations. We would also like to
thank Malcolm Coulson and Dave
Barker for volunteering their time
to help us deliver our vital services.

For more information, or if you
would like to become a volunteer
driver, please contact Lynn or Gary
on 830 516 or email
cats.manager@cats-paws.co.uk

11:00AM HOLY
COMMUNION

(JT)

As in their tradition,
Rendham Mummers
celebrated the Winter
Solstice in style on the
Rendham Knoll. Beneath
the illuminated ‘sacred
oak’ their Dickensian play
‘A Mummers’ Christmas
Carol’ did not fail to

disappoint as they lived up to a reputation of ‘…being never
knowingly over rehearsed’, delivering an interpretation of
this much-loved festive tale in their unique and inimitable
style. The Mummers wish to thank all who made this
magical event the success it was, and are pleased to be
able to donate £750 to their chosen charity - the much
deserving Ipswich Outreach Bus.

Rendham Mummers return again on Summer Solstice eve,
Thursday 21st June, at Sweffling White Horse, for their 2018
Oak Moon Tour.

 -
have asked for donations of Men’s and

Women’s magazines. They have plenty of House & Home,
Gardening, Nature and local magazines but all others
gratefully received. Thank you!

www.snapemaltings.co.uk
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Be aware that Suffolk Coastal District Council are looking at a timetable to introduce
a charge for collecting your garden waste (brown bin) and, as soon as this detailed
information is available, it will be circulated to everyone including details of how
and when people can join, and pay, should they opt to use the service.

The Parish Council understand that it will cost £43 a year should you opt in.

SCDC say that they are under increasing pressure financially, with dwindling support from
central government. It is understood that they will face a budget gap of over £2.8million. Funds
raised from the service will be re-invested in providing services to local people and reducing
their budget gap.

Providing the organic waste collection and composting service currently costs SCDC over
£1.2million a year. The cost has been impacted by a £200,000 per year reduction in support for
recycling organic waste provided by the County Council.

The Parish Council has written to Cllr. Carol Poulter about its concerns. These include fly
tipping, or dumping, and the cost to clear away - often by local land owners. Concerns include
the use of more bonfires to dispose of the waste and the environmental effects of this. Maybe
they should provide compost bins?

Cllr Poulter’s full report to the Parish Council is available on the Village website on the Minutes
Page.

WOMEN ON WHEELS - Women On
Wheels is back for a second year - an
opportunity for all women and girls to get on
their bikes. Women On Wheels events are
female-only rides, raising money for local
charities. They are aimed at both non- and
existing cyclists, with achievable routes and all
ages welcome. The Rendlesham ride takes
place on Sunday 26th April with two rides (5k
and 15m). Find out more at
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/leisure/sportandleisur
edevelopment/women-on-wheels. If anyone
would like to ‘train’ (always involves coffee
and cake!), I’d be happy to go out with them.
We can start gently and build up our cycle
fitness. Get in touch so we can arrange a day /
time call 663 785 or email
ginapurvis57@me.com Gina Purvis

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/leisure/sportandleisuredevelopment/women-on-wheels
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/leisure/sportandleisuredevelopment/women-on-wheels
mailto:ginapurvis57@me.com
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 In the world of PR it is said that all news is good news, but this week
we had a picture and headlines about bell ringing that seemed all bad. “A teenager got
caught in the ropes, forty feet in the air, and had to be rescued by firefighters!”

But the story is a positive one of successful co-operation between the fire service and
the ringers. Lots of towers where the ringing chamber is up a narrow newel stair, have
to consider in their risk assessment, how to evacuate a casualty, should someone be
taken ill or hurt themselves. In this case they had a central hatch that could be readily
opened when needed so that the casualty could be lowered by the professionals.

My friends at Worcester Cathedral have conducted
exercises with their local firefighters to ensure everyone
knows exactly what to do. We haven’t had to involve
any outside help in Rendham; we are on the ground
floor so if anything happens, we can call for help safe in
the knowledge that the individual concerned can be
evacuated easily, and we know where to stand in the
churchyard for signal to call an ambulance!

Our risk assessment led to us installing an emergency light that comes on if the power
goes off - we don’t want to be in the dark. It also led to us considering the dangers of
injury, and how to mitigate that danger, we tackle that in the best way by ensuring our
teaching is of the highest standard and so far, as we approach the fifteenth anniversary
of the restoration at Easter (yes, fifteen years!), we have had no injuries apart from the
odd blister during peals!

So, the good news from the bad news is, in Rendham bell ringing is a safe activity - the
main danger being that it can get addictive once you start to learn…

On 2 December 2017 our Christmas Market was held in
the Village Hall and raised over £420 for the Church. It was
a happy social occasion, greatly enhanced by the
appearance of Father Christmas. The next one will be even
better this year. Our heartfelt thanks to everyone whose
hard work and generous contributions ensured its success.

Our Christmas Day service of Holy Communion was
conducted by the Rev. Martin Percival and was well

attended. The choir sand and the by
John Rutter.

On 31 December the Rev. Jonathan Olanczuk returned to Rendham to officiate at the wedding
of Jonathan Maw and Gemma Austin. The church looked beautiful with the large Christmas
Tree still in place and the striking flower arrangements. Very many thanks to Richard Pilgrim
and Roger Bennion, and to the Flower Team whose Christmas arrangements were so much
appreciated by the many guests at the wedding.

Thanks also to all those who made the annual Fete such a success and who raised such a
large sum for the Church, Village Hall and Recreation Field.

At the beginning of the year we want to thank all those who have helped to keep the Church
in good order, especially Jean Palmer who undertakes most of the cleaning, Albert who keeps
the leaves at bay, and Paul and Lisa who make sure the church is open in the daytime.



7

From April to July 2018, St.
Elizabeth Hospice will be embarking
on a trail of open gardens around
East Suffolk and we are now looking
for people who are willing to share
their gardens with others. In 2017
our supporters were able to visit over
100 gardens raising over £37,000 for
the charity. Email
fundraising@stelizabethhospice.or
g.uk, call 01473 723 600 or visit
www.stelizabethhospice.org.uk

SOUP AND PUD DATES 2018
28th February - 28th March - 25th April - 23rd May -
27th June - 25th July - 26th September - 24th October -
28th November (N.B. There is No ‘Soup And Pud’ due
to holidays in August and December.) See you there!

’ Art
Exhibition, Great Glemham Village
Hall. Sat 24th - Sun 25th February
10:00am - 5:00pm. 20 Suffolk artists
will be showing their latest works of
Drawings, Paintings, Etchings, Silver

Jewellery, Ceramics, Textiles, Fused Glass. Free entry.

ACC SPRING FLOWER SHOW -
Saturday 7th April, 2:00pm, Sweffling
Hut. Entry 50p (includes tea / coffee).
Prize giving at 3:30pm followed by a
raffle. Entry forms in Village Halls and
websites. Open for exhibits between

9:00am and 10:00am. Judging at 10:00am sharp. Please give
us your support. For enquiries ring 663 325. Lynda Newson

A scarf was
found on the
Norwich bus
(black with
flowers on).
Please contact
Mary Wilkinson
(663 256).

AGM DIARY DATES: Sweffling Tennis AGM - 26th
March, 7:00pm.
Alde Community Council AGM - 14th March, 7:00pm.
Both held at Sweffling White Horse. All welcome.

CHARITY PANCAKES AND COFFEE MORNING
There will be a Pancakes and Coffee morning in
Sweffling Hut on Saturday 17th February from
10:00am - 12:00 noon. Freshly made pancakes and
freshly brewed coffee. Proceeds to The British Heart
Foundation.

Muscle
strengthening,
stretching and
mobility
exercises to
music by
qualified
instructor Clare
Hassler.
Tuesday
mornings,
Sweffling Hut,
9:30am, £5 per
session.
Contact Clare -
621 247 or Pam
- 664 093.

  In aid of the Bakery
Medical Centre, The Gambia, will be held in
Sweffling Hut on Saturday 17th March
between 12:00 noon and 2:00pm. Lots of
homemade soups to choose from, including
vegetarian and gluten free. Sample as many
as you like! Adults £5.00, children £2.50.

 The Benefice Lent
study group will be held at Bridge Farm,
Sweffling, on Monday evenings, commencing
19th February at 7:30pm. All welcome.

Saturday 10th February,
7:00pm Sweffling Hut. Tickets are £10 from
Kirstin Stanley (664 073). All proceeds to The
Hut.

mailto:fundraising@stelizabethhospice.org.uk
mailto:fundraising@stelizabethhospice.org.uk
www.stelizabethhospice.org.uk


8

Early birdsong includes my favourite, the Mistle Thrush. True to
form, one was singing loudly at Dernford on New Year’s Day.
These birds often sing early in the year, and famously even in
periods of bad or windy weather. Listen for a very loud, far
carrying, song with clear ringing notes, sounding not unlike a
Blackbird but with shorter phrases. For extra impact it is usually
delivered from high in a tall tree. (Several people have reminded
me that there have also been Songthrushes singing, even shorter

phrases each clearly repeated several times.) The Mistle Thrush breeding season is
surprisingly early, with nesting commencing as early as February. I have talked before about
Mistle Thrushes in winter defending berries, in particular on Holly trees, but also on
Mistletoe. I saw this for the first time in Benhall, along Mitford Road where there are many
large clumps of Mistletoe high up in the trees. A Mistle Thrush was fiercely engaged in
driving off another bird (another Mistle Thrush in fact, but they chase off all the thrushes, and
indeed any other bird trying to eat the berries in their territory). You can see conspicuous
Mistletoe clumps in a number of other places – Friday Street and the surroundings of Ipswich
Hospital come to mind. It is commonest on Lime trees, or Poplar as in a few trees in
Sweffling, as well as being well known on Apple trees in some older orchards.

The Tawny Owl is probably the commonest owl in the valley, and can be heard at night all
through the year. Despite the fact that one sometimes calls from the big oak tree close to our
house, I find that I very seldom see them. We did see one from the car at night, in early
January along the Glemham Road. Although the Tawny’s underparts are streaked dark
brown, lit up by the car’s headlights they can sometimes look quite pale, as this one did,
making it possible to confuse with a Barn Owl. Barn Owls are seen more frequently along the
roadside, as this is one of their hunting grounds, and they start to hunt earlier in the evening.
They are even whiter, with much longer wings than the Tawny.

We have been looking out for Redpolls on the bird feeders, and by the
middle of January two of these tiny finches were once again here.
There are still only three so far, but in some years they have built up in
numbers later in the winter. They are almost always on the feeder
supplied with the small, black Niger seed, which is so attractive to
Goldfinches. At the moment they are brown, with just a small patch of

brilliant crimson on the forehead, but as spring brings on their breeding colours, the breasts
of the males will become increasingly pink.

In winter I have often referred to the catkins of Hazel, the familiar ‘Lambs’ Tails’ as a sign of
spring to look out for. This year I am too late – the dangling, bright yellow catkins have been
showing since early January, presumably for reasons of weather. Hazel is common in the
hedges in our area, but trimming may reduce the show so that it is less conspicuous. The
problem with early flowering is that the pollen from the catkins, blown by wind, needs to find
the minute red stars which are the female flowers (and from which the Hazelnuts develop). I
haven’t seen any of these yet, but they are extremely difficult to spot. Compare other catkins,
those of the Alder trees along the river, which are larger and redder than the Hazel and which
develop a little later. Their pollen fertilises tiny fruits which develop into the pinecone-like
structures so distinctive of Alder, and whose seeds are so important as natural food for
Redpolls, Goldfinches and Siskins about now.



FEBRUARY
3 Jazz Night, Rendham White Horse
5 Charity Quiz Night, Rendham White Horse, 7:30pm
10 Chilli Night, Sweffling Hut, 7:00pm
13 ‘Meet, Chat and Play’, Juniper Barn, Rendham, 2:00pm - 4:00pm
13 ‘Joy Spring’ music night, Rendham White Horse
17 Charity Pancakes and Coffee Morning, Sweffling Hut, 10:00am
19 Lent Study Group commences, Bridge Farm, Sweffling, 7:30pm
20 Jazz Night, Rendham White Horse
24-25 ‘A Winter’s Exhibition’, Great Glemham Village Hall, 10:00am - 5:00pm
26 Rendham Village Litter Pick commences
26 Rendham Village Fete Open Meeting, Rendham Village Hall, 7:30pm
27 ‘Meet, Chat and Play’, Juniper Barn, Rendham, 2:00pm - 4:00pm
27  ‘Tuxedo’ music night, Rendham White Horse
28 Soup and Pud, Rendham Village Hall, 12:30pm
MARCH
2 An Evening of Gardening with Matt Tanton Brown, Dennington VH, 7:00pm
5 Charity Quiz Night, Rendham White Horse, 7:30pm
10 An Italian Evening, Rendham Village Hall, 7:00pm
11 Mother’s Day
13 ‘Meet, Chat and Play’, Juniper Barn, Rendham, 2:00pm - 4:00pm
14 Alde Community Council AGM, Sweffling White Horse, 7:00pm
17 Lent Soup Lunch, Sweffling Hut, 12 noon - 2:00pm
24 Phoenix Singers, St Michael’s Church, Framlingham, 7:30pm
25 British Summertime begins - clocks go forward
26 Sweffling Tennis AGM, Sweffling White Horse, 7:00pm
27 ‘Meet, Chat and Play’, Juniper Barn, Rendham, 2:00pm - 4:00pm
28 Soup and Pud, Rendham Village Hall, 12:30pm

Dates for your Diary

SOUP & PUD LUNCH

THE WHITE HORSE RENDHAM
GREAT BEER    GREAT FOOD    GREAT COMPANY
Serving delicious food EVERY evening and Saturday & Sunday

lunchtimes.

 Suffolk
Fruit Wines
available by
the glass or
bottle from
DJ Wines,

Monk
Soham
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MOBILE LIBRARY
Sweffling White
Horse on 13th
February
9:35-9:50hrs.

Donations of clothes, toys, household items gratefully accepted.

Email Helen Greenburgh: hpaygre@aol.com (07775 894146) AND Judith Mellor:
rendhamstreet@gmail.com  (hard copy can be sent to Gables Farm, Sandy Lane, Rendham)

 welcomes items
for publication, but we reserve the right to edit.

 We are limited to 8 pages so may not
be able to publish everything we receive for each issue.

All items submitted for publication must carry a name & contact no / email address.

RENDHAM VILLAGE HALL,12:30pm
28th February 2018 - £3.50

 Rendham
Fete, 7th July

2018

ACC SPRING FLOWER
SHOW, 7th April, 2pm,

Sweffling Hut

DIARY
DATE

Easter Day Service
11:00am, Holy
Communion,

Rendham

www.whitehorserendham.co.uk
mailto:hpaygre@aol.com
mailto:rendhamstreet@gmail.com

